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is a vigorous refutation of the charge that " already with Paul theology 
is substituted for facts." This particularly is well worth reading. The 
style is a little heavy. — George Cross. 

Present-Day Problems of Christian Thought. By Randolph Har- 
rison McKim. (New York : Whittaker, 1900; pp. 317; $1.50.) Essays 
and addresses on a variety of themes are gathered into this volume, and 
their subjects and contents justify its title. Some of the topics are 
"Christianity and Buddhism," "Christian Strategy in the Mission 
Field," "The Incarnation in Relation to Miracle," "The Unity of New 
Testament Doctrine," " Butler and His Theology," and " The Oberam- 
mergau Passion Play." All of these are handled with vigor, sometimes 
with more vigor than knowledge. A generous spirit is displayed, if 
somewhat patronizing, toward the advance of modern theological ideas. 
On the whole, the author is to be classed with the " Evangelicals," and 
exhibits the robustness of that school, with the usual weakness 
of it, commonplace ideas coupled with oracular utterance. — Geo. S. 
Goodspeed. 

Das Wesen des Christentums . Von Adolf Harnack. (Leipzig : 
Hinrichs, 1900; pp. 189; M. 3.20.) This little volume will enable the 
busiest man to discover the theological teaching of perhaps the fore- 
most representative of Ritschlianism. The first eight lectures admi- 
rably illustrate the attempt to get back of the reports about Jesus in the 
New Testament, to the character and teaching of Jesus himself. This 
latter alone is the Ritschlian "gospel." Harnack sums up the teach- 
ing of Jesus in three general phrases : " the kingdom of God and its 
coming," "God the Father and the infinite worth of the human 
soul," and "the higher righteousness and the commandment of love." 
He then discusses the application of the gospel to the problems of 
asceticism, social and political institutions, culture, Christology, and 
confession of faith. The last half of the book is an epitome of his 
famous History of Dogma. These lectures were delivered without 
manuscript, and were reported stenographically by a student. They 
reproduce, therefore, the spirit and eloquence of direct appeal to an 
audience. It is not often that the world has access to results of a 
great scholar's life-work expressed in brief compass and in charming 
literary style. An English translation is soon to appear. Every theo- 
logical student and pastor ought to read this notable series of lectures. 
Even those who distrust the Ritschlian movement cannot fail to be 
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stimulated by the author's ardent faith in the power of the gospel of 
Christ. — Gerald Birney Smith. 

Reine Lehre. Eine Forderung des Glaubens und nicht des Rechts. 
Von Martin Rade. (Tubingen: Mohr, 1900; pp. 48; M. 0.80. 
= Hefte zur Christlichen Welt, No. 43.) The author, following a trend of 
thought which is now common in Germany, shows the difference between 
the simplicity of early Christianity and the Christian religion as it 
became crystallized in a creed, confined in the limits of an outward 
organization, guarded by a canon, and finally established and protected 
by the law of the state. The subject, although interesting and instruct- 
ive for all, is of greater importance where there is a state church, 
especially in Germany. — L. Henry Schwab. 

The Return to Christ. By Amory H. Bradford, D.D. (New York : 
Dodd, Mead & Co., 1900; pp. 155; $0.75.) Everything which comes 
from Dr. Bradford's pen is written in charming style and is full of 
stimulating thought. This series of four essays describes the return 
to Christ, which the author believes is to be seen today in theology, in 
ethical and spiritual ideals, in social ideals, and in ideals of the king- 
dom of God. Traditional conceptions of Christianity appeal to eccle- 
siastical authority. The religious movements of today indicate a return 
to the authority of Christ. While some readers may dissent from Dr. 
Bradford's interpretation of the gospel of Jesus, no one can fail to be 
helped by the wholesome optimism of the discussion. The publishers 
have given the volume an artistic dress worthy of the contents. — 
Gerald Birney Smith. 

Popular Misconceptions as to Christian Faith and Life. By F. T. 
Lee. (Boston: Pilgrim Press, 1900; pp. 262; $1.25.) This discus- 
sion divides itself into four main parts, whose respective themes are 
" Faith," " Life," "Service," and " The Divine Source." It is written 
in the style and spirit of a pastor's address to his congregation. Its 
aim is immediately practical. It states with clearness and fairness the 
many difficulties which are often felt and expressed by plain, honest 
hearers of the gospel. The author meets these difficulties, or " miscon- 
ceptions," in the kindest, fairest way, and with explanations which 
must commend themselves to the reader. Thus, among others, false 
views as to the Bible, the Christian life in its beginnings and course, sanc- 
tification, Christian contentment, foreign missions, the Holy Spirit are 
stated, their falsity pointed out, the true view suggested, and the spiritual 



